Many different kinds of spiders come into houses. All spiders feed on living insects and related animals,
and, while some kinds cannot survive indoors, several kinds can live very well inside homes feeding on other
spiders, small cockroaches, flies and ants.

Spiders enter houses by several ways. Generally they come in through screens and around windows and
doors. This is a very easy matter for newly hatched spiders which are quite small. Large spiders can also
enter through surprisingly small openings and cracks, so the first and most important method of control is to
caulk up cracks and tighten up around doors and windows, especially those at ground level. This mainte-
nance and repair is very important since spiders are difficult to control with insecticides.

Some insecticides can be sprayed on surfaces where they dry and kill pests which later walk on them. The
problem with controlling spiders in this way is that some spiders live in webs and seldom leave them. Others,
while they do not live in webs, crawl on walls or ceilings where insecticides are seldom applied. Residual
insecticides will help control some spiders, and they will also kill many insects which are the spider’s food -
thus contributing to spider control.

Certain non-persistent insecticides, usually available in aerosol containers, sprayed directly on spiders are
effective - but only for short periods.

Removal of conditions which encourage spider breeding outside the home can also contribute greatly to
spider control. Trash, piles of old lumber and bricks, weeds, leaves, flower pots and any other objects piled
or stacked next to the house furnish areas where spiders can live undisturbed. Without this harborage, spiders
do not build up in such great numbers nor move inside so readily.
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Yellow House Spider

This small (about 1/4-inch long), rapidly moving
yellow spider is becoming more and more prevalent
indoors in all rooms of the house. They enter homes
in the early fall and are active for several months.
They then make small white webs in confined spaces
where they spend the winter. In the spring, they usu-
ally emerge from their white web cells and find their
way outside.

Chiracanthium (Ky-ra-kan-thee-um) can bite
humans and cause a small irritating spot which may
not heal for 8 to 10 days.

Insecticides are not too helpful because these spi-
ders are active on walls, ceilings and other places
which should not be sprayed generally. Household
aerosols, sprayed directly, will kill them, but a cover
spray in areas where these spiders are abundant
may be necessary.
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Wolf Spider







The black widow is not aggressive. It will,
however, bite instinctively when touched or
pressed, and for this reason one should be
very careful when working around areas
where black widows may be established.
Taoke proper precautions—wear gloves and
pay attention to where you are working.

Black widow bites are sharp and painful,
and the victim should go to the doctor imme-
diately for treatment. It is important to recog-
nize this spider and describe the symptoms
accurately and fully so the physician can
diagnose the trouble correctly.

To control the black widow, carefully
remove all materials where it might hide. This
spider can be cleaned out of an area simply
by knocking the webs, spiders, and round, tan
egg sacs down with a stick and crushing them
under foot. Household aerosol sprays will kill
the spiders when hit directly.




Find the area of the home where spiders live. Apply direct
sprays on the spiders. Clean the area and caulk cracks and
crevices where spiders may hide. Inspect boxes where
European material is stored.




